LESSON: Nature Recycles, Too!

										GRADE:			5	 

OBJECTIVES:

From Molecules to Organisms: Structures & Processes
· 5-LS2-1 Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers, and the environment.

MATERIALS & RESOURCES:

· Access to websites: 
· Nature Recycles, Too! PDF - http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/teacher/wee/weerecyclers/Act%2032-36%20Nature%20Recycles.pdf
· Smithsonian National Zoo-http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Education/ClassroomScience/DecomposingLogs/scientist.cfm
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Lesson: Nature Recycles, Too! 
· Bus for field trip (or walk to a site) 
· Clipboards 
· Pencils
· Measuring tapes
· Magnifying lenses
· Outdoor area (yard, park, garden, woods)
· Clear viewing container with air holes 
· Hand-held garden spades or old spoons (optional)
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Lesson: Nature Recycles, Too!
PRESENTATION:

Did you know that nature recycles? Nature has its own cleanup crew. This activity introduces children to nature’s recyclers and encourages them to be like nature and recycle, too! It also shows how nature creates a loop from life to death to life again. Decomposition makes matter from which other organisms acquire life. And then those same organisms die, making it possible for new organisms to live. 


DIRECTIONS:

1. Choose an activity and follow the directions in Nature Recycles, Too! 
2. These activities could be done in conjunction with Forest Field Trip & Decomposition found in Kindergarten Mathematics. 

TIME:									depends on activity												
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