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LESSON:

21st Century Skills/Science-Public Performance-Trustworthiness

The Pledge Tree

GRADE:

5

OBJECTIVES:
Civic LiteracySS.3-5.PSCI.1 Understand the rights and responsibilities of each citizen and
demonstrate the value of lifelong civic action.
• Understand why civic responsibility is important and know examples of
civic responsibility.
MATERIALS & RESOURCES:
• Long branches (willow or
other available)
• Bucket of sand
• Acrylic paints
• Brushes
• Empty toilet paper rolls
• Masking tape
• Small white paper
• Black fine line markers

• Things collected from
nature- shells, small rocks,
feathers, pods, etc.
• Large piece of paper
• Thick marker
• Scissors
• Embroidery thread or ribbon
• Old phone wire

PRESENTATION:
Discuss with class why civic responsibility is important. Explain to students that
we will be creating an art piece that will not only help us to fulfill some of that
responsibility, but will help the public become more aware of theirs. We’ll be
making a pledge tree with our individual pledges on it to display in public.
DIRECTIONS:
1. As a class, brainstorm ways that students can do their part to help the
environment. List these ideas on large piece of paper to be used later.
2. Give each student one branch, tape, and recycled toilet paper or towel roll,
which they tape onto leg of his or her table or chair to hold branch while
painting it.
3. Using acrylic paint, students paint their branch from tip down, using colors of
the rainbow in order: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet. Leave lower
part of branches unpainted.
4. Store branches in buckets of sand to dry.
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5. On small pieces of paper, have students write their personal pledges, roll into a
scroll, and tie with embroidery thread or ribbon.
6. Have students attach their pledge to their branch, along with any stones, shells,
etc. they wish to add (that can be done with the recycled phone wire.
7. Arrange the class’s branches together in a bucket of sand and display in a
public place.
8. Before displaying tree, brainstorm ideas for a poster to accompany the pledge
tree. Several students whose work is finished may want to work on this poster.
TIME:

150-180 min, plus display set up
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